
The Big Move 
On September 24, 2020 the elementary school moved into 
their new facilities. 

The students reported to their classrooms in the old building on Hale 
Avenue and gathered all their belongings and carried them over to the new 
building on 8th Street. There were many happy faces and lots of 
excitement to begin classes in 
their new rooms. It has been 
a long anticipated wait to be 
in the new facilities. The 
elementary building has 
served us well for 100 years. 
The Newman Grove students 
and staff appreciate the 
support of the school board 
and public to make this 
happen. 
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Trunk or Treat 
Halloween in Newman Grove is 
officially on Friday, October 30th. 

October 30th 
3:15 - 4:00 PM 

on Main Street 

(Hale Avenue) 

Anyone can set on Main 
Street to hand out your 

candy during the  
Trick-or-Treat Parade. 

Board of Education Meeting 
October 12, 2020 

‣ Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

‣ The Open Meetings Act was posted in the room in accordance with the 
law. 

‣ The agenda was approved  as published. 

‣ Minutes of the September 14, 2020 meeting were approved as printed. 

‣ The next meeting will be held on Monday, November 9, 2020 at 7:30 
p.m. 

‣ Cindy Booth and three of her music students presented to the board 
what is being taught in music class this fall. Tina Sauser reviewed 
what she is teaching in art class. 

‣ Counselor Theresa Schmedding and Activities Director Tim Rossow 
presented their reports to the board. 

‣ Principal Erin Forre presented her report to the board. 

‣ Superintendent Mikal Shalikow presented plans for the Open House to 
tour the old elementary building scheduled for November 11, 2020 and 
the Open House and Auction scheduled for Saturday, November 14, 
2020. Open house at 9:30 and auction to start at 10:00 a.m. He 
discussed the NASB State Education Conference and reviewed the 
Nebraska Liquid Asset Fund. 

‣ Approved recommending masks be worn by all students due to the 
Cover 19 risk dial for Madison County. 

‣ Approved Revised Policy 2008-Meetings. 

‣ Approved Revision of Policy 3001-Budget. 

‣ Approved Revision to Policy 3004.1-Fiscal Management for 
Purchasing and Procurement Using Federal Funds. 

‣ Approved New Policy 4043-Professional Boundaries and Appropriate 
Relationships Between Employees and Students. 

‣ Approved Revised Policy 5018-Parent and Guardian Involvement in 
Education Practices. 

‣ Approved Revision of Policy 5067-Student Assistance Team or 
Comparable Problem Solving team. 

‣ The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as presented. 

‣ Approved the payment of claims in the amounts of $226,810.73 
(General Fund), $1,984.72 (Depreciation Fund), and $700,633.00 
(Building Fund). 

‣ The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Special School Board 
Meeting 

October 22, 2020 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 
a.m. 

The Open Meetings Act was 
posted in the room in accordance 

with the law. 
The agenda was approved as 

published. 
Public comments were made by 

Karla Patel on behalf of Karla and 
Troy Patzel, Braxton Staack as a 

teacher, Kim Ransom as a parent, 
Andrea Miller as a teacher and 
parent, Katie Stone as a teacher 

and Kristi Anderson as a parent. A 
letter was read on behalf of Jessica 

Matson. 
Approved mandating masks be 

worn by all PK-12 students. 
The meeting was adjourned at 

7:50 a.m.
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Dear Parents and Students,

Change seems to be present in many areas of our lives right now.   The leaves are changing and the scenery 
outside is beautiful.  We have also felt the cooler temps in the mornings.  Please make sure that you are sending a 
coat, hat and gloves with your child.  Along with those changes we have successfully moved into the new 
elementary school.  I as well as many people in our community have fond memories of the old building.  Those 
memories made in the old elementary school last for a century and cannot be erased by the people who treasure 
them.  

We had a great turn out for fall parent-teacher conferences.  I would like to send a shout out to our parents, 
when you care about your child’s education we can work together to make a difference.  As we move in the 2nd 
quarter I encourage communication between students & teachers, and teachers & parents.  I want all of our 
students to be successful and excited about school!  While this does look differently for all, I believe that all 
students can be proud of their accomplishments and continue to set goals for themselves.  

As always we are doing our best to provide our students with a 
high quality education during this pandemic.  It is challenging 
and we greatly appreciate everyone’s ability to remain flexible 
and as we all strive to do our best during this time.  

Educationally, 
Erin Forre

•Fall Parties will be on October 30th in their classrooms  

•Students may dress up as their teacher allows  

•No weapons or inappropriate items may be used with their costume 
at school 

•Trunk or Treat will be happening downtown beginning at 3:15
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2020-2021 FFA OFFICER HIGHLIGHT 

Name: Chelsa Reardon

2020-2021 Office: President

Favorite Ag Class: Welding

FFA Activities & Contests: Land Judging, Livestock 
Judging, Farm Management, Livestock Management, 
and Food Science

Favorite FFA memory: State FFA

What is your advice to younger members?  Try things 
you are scared of because you would be surprised what 
you are good at and all the different things you are 
capable of. 

What is your Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE)?  Show Sheep and Reardon 
Farms

News from Mrs. Tina Sauser 
Technology

The new building infrastructure is finally in place and operational.  All new projectors and Access Points 
have been installed, connected, and tested. 

The new projectors set up in the elementary have worked rather well.  Teachers are able to connect to the 
projectors wirelessly.  This allows the teacher to be mobile and move around the room while presenting on 
the board.  We are still waiting on the company to get the third graders their Chromebooks.

Technology Instruction
 K-3 graders have been learning to use Seesaw so they can do their own posting.  Seesaw helps engage 

parents in the daily events of our classrooms.  It also helps students share what they are learning with 
their parents.   

 4-6 graders are focusing on Google Tools and keyboarding skills.  Students are learning to use Google 
Docs, Slides, and Sheets to present homework in Google Classroom. 

 Soon all students will engage in Digital Citizenship lessons and move into Coding and other digital 
education concepts.

HS Art
 In High School Art, we have been focusing on art movements such as Expressionism and Surrealism and 

working on improving our drawing skills and understanding.  The students are currently working on a 
multimedia piece in relation to the Surrealist period.  Eventually, they will engage in photography and 
other components of digital art.  



Hello World, We Are Kindergarten!
It has been a crazy, wonderful start to our year here in 

Kindergarten. We have been busy learning and moving into our new 
school. We are also lucky to have a student teacher this year, Beth 
Hauger or Miss Beth as we call her. Miss Beth started with us when we 
started school and will be with us until November 24 when she will 
graduate from Wayne State College with her BA in Elementary Education. 
She has been a wonderful addition to our classroom and we are so happy 
and lucky to have her!

This year our classroom consists of 10 girls and 9 boys with a 
grand total of 19 Kindergarteners. We are busy and have a lot of fun 
throughout the day. So far this year we have learned letter names and 
sounds, several sight words and are reading many CVC words. In math 
we have been working on numbers 1 - 10, ways to make 10, greater than, less than and equal to. Social 
Studies has been fun with map making and identifying where we live. Did you know we actually live in several 
places; Earth, North America, USA, Nebraska and Newman Grove! Writing has also kept us busy. We are 
writing and editing short sentences and adding illustrations to match. 

Another fun thing we are starting is having the kids use and post to Seesaw. Seesaw is an app that 
allows us to communicate and share work with parents. The kids are able to log onto Seesaw, take pictures 
of their work and send it to mom and dad. They love it and are excited to learn how to record videos.

Life sure is busy here, but we are enjoying every minute of it. We cannot thank the community enough 
for supporting us in the new school. It still feels like a dream come true! 
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Thank you for your donations
Sponsored by the Newman Grove High

School NHS, FFA, and FBLA

Daylight Savings  

Time Ends 

November 1st 

Set clocks back 1 hour! 

Veteran’s Day Program 

November 11th 

10:00 AM 

In Newman Grove Gym 

With the new Veteran’s Memorial 

Dedication Following 

Newman Grove PTO 

 First we would like to thank all those that came 
and purchased books and items at the Book Fair. We appreciate 
the support and are able to purchase water bottles for all the 
students to have and use at school.  
 We had a ‘Warm Fuzzy’ competition in which the students 
were asked to ‘show the Bluejay Way’. The winner of the challenge 
was the 1st grade class with 6.14 fuzzies per student. Second place 
went to the Kindergarten class with 3.63 fuzzies per student. A 
picture of the winning class is to the right with the trophy. 
 We also started our annual School Store campaign with the 
students filling out forms and bringing them in. We had 100 

PK-6th students participate. Out of the forms 
turned in we had a drawing for a blow up 

chair. Tru Schlee in 1st grade won it. The 
earnings from the School Store go to help the 
teachers get supplies for their classrooms.  

 



Shell Creek Monitoring Program to  
Test Area Wells for Nitrates 

 This past summer the Shell Creek Watershed Research Team completed their 19th year of data 
collection as they monitor the water quality of the Shell Creek.  Students involved this summer were 
Bethany Borgheiinck, Elyssa Cuevas, Brooke Forre, Zander Jareci, Morgann Johnson, Lucas Krueger, 
Carmen Montoya, Emma Montoya, Isaac Potmesil, Mara Ranslem, Aaron Saldana, Sierra Velarde, 
Kaison Voelker, Trent Patzel, Austin Wiese, Brooke Milam and past students Abbie Pieke, Rebbeca 
Stone, and Abby Pohlen.  The program is being expanded this year to include groundwater monitoring 
for nitrates.  Students will be collecting water samples from area wells, both domestic wells and 
irrigation wells, and checking the nitrate levels.  Any area residents who would like their well tested for 
nitrates should contact Mark Seier at mark.seier@ngpublicschools.com .  We will be collecting samples 
during the months of October, November, December, January, February and March.  All data collected 
will be made available on our website which is a link on the school website or you can go to https://
sites.google.com/ngpublicschools.com/shellcreek/home .

The monitoring program is also being expanded to include Schuyler Public High School and 
Columbus Lakeview High School.  We received a grant of $15,000 from the Lower Platte North NRD 
and the Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy to buy equipment and materials for this 
project.  With the addition of these two schools we will be monitoring the Shell Creek Watershed from 
its headwaters east of Petersburg to its confluence with the Platte River.  
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HIGH DISTINCTION - ALL A - 4.0 
Grade 12: Emma Montoya 

Grade 10: Brooke Milam, Mara Ranslem 
Grade 9: Trenton Patzel 
Grade 8: Brooke Forre 

First Quarter 
HONOR ROLL

DISTINCTION - AVERAGE GREATER THAN OR EQUAL TO 
3.50 

Grade 12: Bethany Borgheiinck, Aaron Saldana 
Grade 11: Jayson Johnson, Isaac Potmesil 

Grade 10: David Miller, Autumn Patzel, Darren Petersen 
Grade 9: Jansell Enriquez, Austin Wiese 

Grade 8: Zander Jarecki, Alee Luna, Aleeya Morris, Colton 
Wissenburg 

Grade 7: Owen Kaufman, Summer McKinzie, Kailey Patzel, 
Serenity Strong, Keira Voelker

HONORS - AVERAGE GREATER THAN OR EQUAL TO 3.00 
Grade 11: Elyssa Cuevas, Morgann Johnson, Damian 

LeCompte 
Grade 10: Ronald Fyfe, Lucas Krueger, Sierra Velarde, 

Kaison Voelker 
Grade 9: Christyan Anderson, Giles Deeder, Jose Luna, 

Carmen Montoya, Cora Patzel, Zaiden Rowe, Bruno 
Santarosa 

Grade 8: Gabriella Beehn, Brody Busch, Abigail Matson, 
Jay’Dean Mills, Halie Nelsen 

Grade 7: Leynn Luna, Jadyn Temme, Elise Witchell

From the Nurses Desk  

This Season a Flu Vaccine is More Important than 
Ever! 

Getting a flu vaccine is more important than ever 
during 2020-2021 to protect yourself, your family and 
your community from flu. A flu vaccine this season can 
also help reduce the burden on our healthcare systems 
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic and save 
medical resources for care of COVID-19 patients. 
October is a good time to get a flu vaccine. 

Managing Stress:  
Advice for Parents 

In 2020, parents and children alike have 
experienced extraordinary stress and 
change. To cope effectively — and serve as a good 
role model — during this chaotic time: 

Get enough nutritious food, sleep, exercise and 
relaxation. (Try deep breathing, relaxation tapes, 
meditation, massage, music, guided imagery, yoga, 
tai chi…) 

Establish new routines if old ones no longer work. 

Be patient with yourself and others. 

Limit exposure to negative news or disturbing 
social media. 

Connect with others in new ways online or in 
person, if it’s safe to do so. 

Find solace in special interests, such as reading, 
baking, gardening or other hobbies. 

Get professional help if you feel unable to manage. 

When adults are overwhelmed, even young 
children can tell, and they may react 
negatively. It’s not uncommon to see regression: 
toileting accidents, separation anxiety, outbursts, 
struggles over bedtime, excessive worry or crying, 
irritability or physical complaints. 

Talk to your children about their worries and 
address questions with age-appropriate 
answers. Explain what is going on and why in an 
understandable and soothing way. Tell them it’s 
okay to be upset, and share some ideas for coping. 

Reassure them you are there to keep them 
safe. Structure their days with opportunities for 
learning, movement and fun. Learn more 
at cdc.gov. 

Mrs. Wondercheck RN 
ESU 8 School Nurse 
By Eric Endlich, PhD (EHA Wellness) 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/vaccinations.htm%22%20%5Cl%20%22when%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/vaccinations.htm%22%20%5Cl%20%22when%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.cdc.gov/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.cdc.gov/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


EducationQuest Foundation College Planning Bulletin 
A monthly college planning guide for Nebraska high school students 

October 2020 
____________________________________________________

Virtual College Fair is September 27-30! 
Attend a college fair from the comfort of your couch! The EducationQuest Virtual College Fair is 
September 27-30. To register and to find details, visit eqf.org/collegefair. During the four-day fair, you 
can visit college booths, chat with college reps, and watch live or recorded sessions on topics such as 
college admission, paying for college, and finding scholarships. The college fair will be “open” the 
following days and times, but college booths and recorded sessions will remain available until Dec. 1. 

Sept. 27 – 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. CT 
Sept. 28 – 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. CT 
Sept. 29 – 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. CT 
Sept. 30 – 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. CT 
See you at the fair! 

It’s FAFSA time! Seniors…beginning October 1, you and your parents can complete the 2021-22 
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). The FAFSA is the application for federal, state, 
and college-based financial aid. Follow these tips to prepare: Create a Federal Student Aid Account 
for you and one for a parent at studentaid.gov. Attend a Virtual Financial Aid Program to learn about 
the FAFSA and types of financial aid. When you attend, register for a $500 Financial Aid Program 
Scholarship! To find details about school-based programs, click here. To learn about statewide 
Financial Aid Programs, click here. Review the FAFSA Checklist at EducationQuest.org for items 
you’ll need to complete the FAFSA. See FAFSA Tools at EducationQuest.org for helpful resources. 

For free virtual help with the FAFSA, call EducationQuest to make an appointment: Omaha – 
888.357.6300, Lincoln – 800.303.3745, Kearney – 800.666.3721, and Scottsbluff – 800.303.3745, 
ext. 6654. 

Seniors, are you ready to Apply2College? This fall, several Nebraska high schools are holding 
Apply2College events to help seniors complete college applications. Whether or not your school is 
participating, here are tips and resources to help you prepare for the application process.

Dec 12– deadline to register for the Dec ACT. Go to www.actstudent.org/start. *** Don’t forget to ask Ms. 
Schmedding for a fee waiver form if your family qualifies for free or reduced lunches. 

Out-of-state public colleges are quite a bit more expensive that in-state public colleges. If you’re planning to 
attend a public college outside of Nebraska, then you might want to check into the Midwest Student Exchange 
Program (MSEP). It’s a tuition reduction program that makes attending out-of-state colleges and universities 
more affordable. Go to msep.mhec.org to find out more.  
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Fall Homecoming 2020 

Fall homecoming ceremonies were held on Saturday evening, 
October 3rd. Coronation took place in the gym. 

The Homecoming King was Aaron Saldana, son of Ryan Schulz & 
Kortni Deeder. The Homecoming Queen was Bethany Borgheiinck, 
daughter of Richard & Arlene Borgheiinck. Other royalty candidates 
included Emma Montoya, daughter of Jose & Amy Montoya, and 
Chance Gullicksen, son of Buffy Schaecher.

Junior attendants were Bailey Busch, daughter of Katherine 
Busch; and Isaac Potmesil, son of Todd & Jeri Potmesil. The sophomore 
attendants were Autumn Patzel, daughter of Kevin & Delores Patzel; and 
Darren Petersen, son of Travis & Shelly Petersen. Attendants for the 
freshman class were Cora Patzel, daughter of Kevin & Delores Patzel; 
and Trent Patzel, son of Troy & Karla Patzel. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic there were no guests invited and the students enjoyed 
snacks and a night filled with games. Fall homecoming is sponsored by the Student Council.  
 Pictured below is the Homecoming court from left to right: Cora Patzel, Autumn Patzel, Bailey 
Busch, Emma Montoya, Bethany Borgheiinck, Aaron Saldana, Isaac Potmesil, Darren Petersen, 
and Trent Patzel. 
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NOVEMBER 2020
November 2 

Cereal 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

CONTEST 
WINNER”S 

CHOICE

November 3 

Oatmeal 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Chicken Bacon 
Ranch Sandwich 

Fresh Slaw 
Sweet Potato Fries

November 4 

Cini Mini’s 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Lasagna 
Garlic Bread 

Confetti Salad

November 5 

Breakfast Pizza 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Beef Stroganoff 
Potato Au Gratin 

Carrots

November 6 

French Toast Sticks 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Fajitas 
Rice 

Refried Beans

November 9 

Granola Bars 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Turkey & Gravy 
Stuffing 

Sweet Potatoes 
Corn

November 10 

Breakfast Burritos 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Flying Saucers 
Mashed Potatoes 

Peas

November 11 

Ham & Hashbrowns 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Quesadillas 
Rice 

Red Beans 
Apple Slices

November 12 
Uncle John’s Jellied 

Biscuits 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Penne Bolognese 
Carrots 

Fresh Roll 

November 13 

Parfaits 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Breaded Chicken 
Sandwich 

French Fries 
Cauliflower

November 16 

Waffles 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Alphabet Soup 
Crackers 

Dilly Bread 
Peaches

November 17 

Omelets 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Taco 
Rice 
Corn 

Beans

November 18 

Muffin 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

BBQ Pulled Pork 
Sandwich 

Potato Chips 
Carrots

November 19 

Breakfast Casserole 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Cheesy Pigs in a 
Blanket 

French Fries 
Applesauce

November 20 

Cinnamon Roll 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Enchiladas 
Quinoa 

Refried Beans

November 23 

Long John 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 
Tater Tot Casserole 

Lentils 
Oranges

November 24 

Breakfast 
Quesadilla 

Fresh Fruit & Juice 
Meatloaf 

Scalloped Potatoes 
Green Beans

November 25 

NO 

SCHOOL

November 26  

NO 

SCHOOL

November 27 

NO 
 

SCHOOL

November 30 

Strudel 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Sloppy Joes 
Mashed Potatoes 

Hoppin’ John

December 1 

Pancakes 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Chili 
Corn Bread 
Crackers 

Pears

December 2 

Huevos Rancheros 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Chicken Nuggets 
Rice 

French Fries 

December 3 

Breakfast Sandwich 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Beef Pot Pie  
Mixed Vegetables 

Cookie

December 4 

Apple Churro 
Fresh Fruit & Juice 

Chicken Alfredo 
Pasta 

Broccoli 
Breadstick
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